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NO MATTER WHERE WE LIVE  
The                                   is the only thing that will 
feed starving, otherwise-empty souls. 

The nourishment that we glean as we observe, 
interpret, correlate, and apply is not merely for 
ourselves. Our calling is to serve the hungry “the 
bread of life” —Jesus Himself (John 6:35). Jesus and 
His eternal, gratifying truths are what people are 
starving for, even if they don’t realize it. 

A SCENE FROM ANCIENT ATHENS 
The Greek scholars wrote about the many idols in 
the city in Paul’s day. Pausanias says,  

“Athens had more images than all the rest of 
Greece put together.” Pliny adds, “In the time of 
Nero, Athens had well over 25,000 to 30,000 
public statues excluding 30,000 in the Parthenon.” 
Petronius sneers, “Why, it’s easier to find a god 
than a man in Athens.” 

 



Luke, who wrote the book of Acts, begins his 
descriptive account by stating: 

Acts 17:16 NKJV 

16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his 
spirit was provoked within him when he saw that the 
city was given over to idols. 

παροξύνω (provoked)  

                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                      

 Xenophon called Athens “one great altar, one 
great offering to the gods!” 

 Paul is escorted to the Areopagus 
-                             

Think about it: this was a window of opportunity 
opened by the providence of God —one that would 
never reopen for Paul.  

  



As we dive into Acts 17:22-34,  

Remember what we’ve learned:  

1.                                  :  What does the Bible say?  

2.                                           :  What does it mean?  

3.                                  :  What does the Bible say 
elsewhere on the same or similar subjects?  

4.                                  : What does this passage say 
to me or to someone else?  

Let’s walk through all four steps as we examine 
Paul’s presentation. 

Acts 17:22 NLT 

22 So Paul, standing before the council, addressed 
them as follows: “Men of Athens, I notice that you 
are very religious in every way, 

First thing to notice:  

                                                                                     
                                                                                      

  



PAUL’S SPEAKING TECHNIQUES 
Five techniques Paul used that we can employ today: 

1. Paul                       where his listeners             .  
(Acts 17:22)  

2. Paul used the                          to introduce 
the                               .  (Acts 17:23)  

3. Paul developed his 
theme                       and                            .  
(Acts 17:24-26) 

4. Paul used 
interesting                                         to hold 
their                            .  (Acts 17:27-29) 

5. Paul applies the message  
                               and                                  .  
(Acts 17:30-34)  

DO NOT WAIT FOR “LATER” 
If you have never trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
learn a lesson from those who foolishly said, “We’ll 
talk to him later.”  

(By the way, there is no record in Acts or elsewhere 
in the Scriptures that those who procrastinated ever 
came back to talk to Paul.) 

I am impressed, however, with the fact that there 
were a few in Athens who believed soon after Paul’s 
message.  

 



Look at this: 

Acts 17:34 NLT 

34 but some joined him and became believers. 
Among them were Dionysius, a member of the 
council, a woman named Damaris, and others with 
them. 

There is urgency when it comes to feeding the 
Scriptures to the hungry. The food must be carefully 
planned and well prepared. Like Paul, you may one 
day be called to feed people on the spot. Not 
everyone will appreciate the meal; some will walk 
away hungry. The account in Acts 17 proves that. 
But when Scripture is properly studied and taught, 
God’s Spirit will move and draw those whose hearts 
are hungry for the Bread of Life. Our goal is to 
prepare it well and serve it in the most appealing 
way possible. When we do, the hungry will be fed 
. . . and God will be glorified. 

  



 

Feeding the hungry isn’t always easy. As we saw 
with Paul on Mars Hill, sometimes God’s Word is 
met with resistance. However, our call is to 
carefully, graciously, and boldly present the truths of 
Scripture, regardless of how others respond. This 
exercise will challenge you to try this for yourself. 

1. Find an opportunity to present a passage of 
Scripture and its meaning to someone else. This 
might be an opportunity that comes through your 
church or over coffee with a friend. Whether 
you’re teaching to one person or a small group, 
take time to prepare carefully. This includes 
knowing a little about your audience to create a 
bridge from their life experiences to the biblical 
truths you will present. Follow the model of 
observation, interpretation, correlation, and 
application. You may want to present one of the 
passages we’ve discussed in this book or one of 
the passages from a previous exercise. 



2. Carefully consider your audience and how best to 
help them apply the passage. Pray for the Spirit’s 
guidance as you prepare. Then, like the apostle 
Paul on Mars Hill, present the truths of Scripture 
and trust that God will use His Word for His 
glory. Remember what we learned from Paul’s 
speaking techniques as you consider the 
following: 

Remember the spiritual maturity level of your 
listeners —whether they’re mature believers, new 
Christians, or maybe even people who have never 
heard the truths of God’s Word. 

 

Use the familiar to introduce the unfamiliar. What 
everyday examples can your audience relate to that 
will help them understand the Scriptures? 

Develop your theme clearly and logically. Carefully 
explain the connection between the illustration you 
use and the truth of the biblical passage. 

Use interesting illustrations to hold your audience’s 
attention. Tie the truths of God’s Word directly to 
your listeners so they feel the impact on their own 
lives. 



Apply the message personally and effectively. 
Present the truth with a call to action, encouraging 
your listeners to respond. 

After your teaching session, record the results. Were 
you pleased with the way the presentation went? If 
you had the opportunity to do this again with the 
same people, what changes would you make the 
second time around? Be assured that the more you 
are engaged in presenting God’s Word, the more 
comfortable you will be. 
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